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Figure 1  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Framework (HPF) Performance Measures
This figure shows the revised framework endorsed by the Australian Health Ministers’ Advisory Council (AHMAC) in 2011.  
The numbering, structure and colour coding are reflected throughout this report.
Health Status and Outcomes
Health conditions
1.01 Low birthweight
1.02 Top reasons for hospitalisation 
1.03 Injury and poisoning 
1.04 Respiratory disease 
1.05 Circulatory disease 
1.06 Acute rheumatic fever and   
 rheumatic heart disease
1.07 High blood pressure 
1.08 Cancer
1.09 Diabetes 
1.10 Kidney disease 
1.11 Oral health 







Life Expectancy  
and Wellbeing
1.17 Perceived health status 
1.18 Social and emotional wellbeing 
1.19 Life expectancy at birth
Deaths
1.20 Infant and child mortality 
1.21 Perinatal mortality 
1.22 All causes age-standardised  
 death rates 
1.23 Leading causes of mortality 





2.02 Access to functional housing with utilities
2.03 Environmental tobacco smoke
Community Capacity
2.10 Community safety 
2.11 Contact with criminal justice system 
2.12 Child protection 
2.13 Transport 
2.14 Indigenous people with access to  
 their traditional lands 
Person-Related Factors
2.22 Overweight and obesity 
Socio-Economic Factors
2.04 Literacy and numeracy 
2.05 Education outcomes for young people
2.06 Educational participation and 
 attainment of adults 
2.07 Employment 
2.08 Income 
2.09 Index of disadvantage
Health Behaviours
2.15 Tobacco use 
2.16 Risky alcohol consumption 
2.17 Drug and other substance use 
including inhalants 
2.18 Physical activity 
2.19 Dietary behaviour 
2.20 Breastfeeding practices
2.21 Health behaviours during pregnancy 
Health System Performance
Responsive
3.09 Discharge against medical advice 
3.10 Access to mental health services
3.11 Access to alcohol and drug services 
3.12 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people in the health workforce
3.13 Competent governance
Accessible
3.14 Access to services compared with 
need 
3.15 Access to prescription medicines





3.01 Antenatal care 
3.02 Immunisation 
3.03 Health promotion
3.04 Early detection and early treatment 
3.05 Chronic disease management 
3.06 Access to hospital procedures 
3.07 Selected potentially preventable 
hospital admissions 
3.08 Cultural competency 
Continuous
3.17 Regular GP or health service 
3.18 Care planning for chronic diseases 
Capable
3.19 Accreditation 
3.20 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
 
 





3.21 Expenditure on Aboriginal and 
 
 
Torres Strait Islander health
 
 
compared to need 
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Child mortality rates by Indigenous status, NSW, Qld, WA, SA 




Total mortality rates by Indigenous status, NSW, Qld, WA, SA and  
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Figure 4  
Rate per 1,000 persons receiving Medicare Benefits Schedule Health 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 6  

































1st#quinAle#(lowest)# 4th#and#5th#quinAle#(highest)#  
Figure 5  
Relationship between highest year of school completed and  










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Relationship between social determinants of health and self-assessed 




























Relationship between risk factors and not having heart/circulatory disease, 
















Figure 8  
Relationship between risk factors and self-assessed health status of 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population by 
state and territory, 2011 (preliminary) 
 
Source: Preliminary ABS population estimates based on the 
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Table 1  
























































































































































































a) See Figure 10 
b) Indigenous plus non-Indigenous   
Source: Preliminary ABS population estimates based on the 2011 Census (ABS 2012) 
	
  
Table 2  
Estimated resident population by remoteness area and  







































































































Source: AIHW analysis of ABS population estimates based on 2006 Census 




Age distribution of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous Australians, by Indigenous status 
and sex, 2011 (preliminary) 
Males Females 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 12  
Low birthweight babies per 100 live births, by Indigenous 
status of mother, 1991–2009 
Figure 13  
Low birthweight babies per 100 live births, by maternal 



























































Source: AIHW analysis of National Perinatal Statistics Unit (NPSU) 
National Perinatal Data Collection 
Source: AIHW analysis of National Perinatal Statistics Unit (NPSU) 




Low birthweight babies per 100 live births, by Indigenous status of 























































































































a) ACT proportions are influenced by small numbers  






    
 
1.02  
Top reasons for 
hospitalisation 
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Figure 14  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates (excluding dialysis) 
by Indigenous status 
Figure 15  
Age-specific hospitalisation rates (excluding dialysis) by 
Indigenous status, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and the 





































































Age-standardised hospitalisation rates by principal diagnosis and Indigenous 

















































    
 
1.03 
Injury and poisoning 
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Figure 17  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for injury and 
poisoning, by Indigenous status 
Figure 18 
Age-specific hospitalisation rates for injury and poisoning, 
by Indigenous status and sex, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA 
























































































 Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database 
	
  
Table 4  
Age-standardised hospitalisations for external causes of injury and poisoning for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 












































































































































































































































































a) Per 1,000 persons, directly age-standardised using the Australian 2001 standard population. 
* Represents results with statistically significant differences in the Indigenous/non-Indigenous comparisons at the p<.05 level. 
Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database 
	
  
Table 5  
Age-standardised hospitalisations for external causes of injury and poisoning for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 














































































































































































a) Per 1,000 persons, directly age-standardised using the Australian 2001 standard population.   b) Total excludes Tasmania and the ACT 
* Represents results with statistically significant differences in the Indigenous/other comparisons at the p<.05 level.	
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Figure 19  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for respiratory 
disease by Indigenous status and remoteness, NSW, 
Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and the NT, July 2008 to June 2010 
Figure 20  
Age-specific hospitalisation rates for respiratory disease, 
by Indigenous status, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and the 





































































Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for respiratory 
disease, by Indigenous status, sex, and jurisdiction, July 
2008 to June 2010 
Figure 22 
Deaths of Indigenous Australians from respiratory disease, 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 24  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for circulatory 
disease, by Indigenous status 
 
Figure 25 
Age-specific hospitalisation rates for circulatory disease, 
by Indigenous status, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and the 






































































Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database 
	
  
Table 6  
Age-standardised hospitalisations for circulatory disease by principal diagnosis for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 






















































































































































(a) Per 1,000 persons, directly age-standardised. 
* Represents results with statistically significant differences in the Indigenous/non-Indigenous comparisons at the p<.05 level. 




Age-standardised hospitalisations for circulatory disease for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples by sex 
















































































































































































































































































































































a) Per 1,000 persons, directly age-standardised. (b) Australia total excludes Tasmania and the ACT 
* Represents results with statistically significant differences in the Indigenous/non-Indigenous comparisons at the p<.05 level. 




    
 
1.06 
Acute rheumatic fever 
and rheumatic heart 
disease 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 26  
Rate of new rheumatic heart disease registrations for  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, Top End of  

























Age-specific rheumatic heart disease prevalence (as at 31 December 2010) by 





























































































































* Represents results with statistically significant differences in the Indigenous/non-Indigenous 
comparisons at the p<.05 level. 
(a) Rate per 1,000 persons. Age-specific rates calculated using the 2006 estimated resident 
Indigenous population for the NT.  Total is age-standardised to the 2001 Australian population. 
(b) Ratio is the Indigenous rate divided by non-Indigenous rate  






    
 
1.07 
High blood pressure 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples reporting 
high blood pressure or hypertension, by sex and 
remoteness, 2001 and 2004–05 
Figure 27 
Age-specific hospitalisation rates for hypertensive disease, 
by Indigenous status and sex, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA 


















































Source: ABS & AIHW analysis of 2001 NHS (Indigenous 





























 Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database 
 
Figure 28  














































Note: Total is age-standardised. 
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Figure 29  
Deaths of Indigenous Australians from cancer, by sex, 
NSW, Qld, WA, SA and the NT, 2006–10 
Figure 30 








































































 Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of ABS Mortality Database 




Age-standardised incidence of bowel and lung cancer by 
state and territory and Indigenous status, NSW, Qld, WA 
and the NT, 2004–08 
Figure 32 
Age-standardised incidence of breast and cervical cancer 
in females by state and territory and Indigenous status, 





































































Source: AIHW Australian Cancer Database Source: AIHW Australian Cancer Database 
	
  
Figure 33  
Mean age at diagnosis, selected cancers by Indigenous 
status and sex, WA, Qld, NSW, and the NT, 2006–10 
Figure 34  
Five-year crude survival for selected cancers by Indigenous 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Proportion of Indigenous Australians reporting 
diabetes/high sugar levels, by sex and remoteness, 2004–05 
Figure 36 
Proportion of persons reporting diabetes/high sugar levels, 










































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NATSIHS 
(a) Total is age-standardised 
Source: 2004–05 NATSIHS and 2004–05 NHS 
 
Figure 37 
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for diabetes, by 
Indigenous status 
Figure 38  
Age-specific hospitalisation rates for diabetes, by Indigenous 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 39  
Age-standardised registration rates for end stage renal 
disease, by Indigenous status, 1991 to 2010 
Figure 40 
Incidence of end stage renal disease by Indigenous status 

























































Source: AIHW analysis Australian and New Zealand Dialysis and 
Transplant Registry (ANZDATA) 
Source: AIHW analysis of Australian and New Zealand Dialysis and 
Transplant Registry (ANZDATA) 
Figure 41 
Age-standardised incidence of end stage renal disease by 
Indigenous status and remoteness, 2008–10 
Table 10  
Total patients with end stage renal disease, by Indigenous 




































































































































Source: AIHW analysis of Australian and New Zealand Dialysis and 
Transplant Registry (ANZDATA) 
	
  
Source: AIHW analysis of Australian and New Zealand Dialysis and 
Transplant Registry (ANZDATA) 
 
 
Table 11  













































































































































































































































































































n.p. refers to ‘not published’ as the rate is based on very small numbers.  (a) Rate per 100,000 population (age-standardised).  
(b) Australia total does not include Tasmania. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Number and proportion of Indigenous children aged  
0–14 years(a) with reported teeth or gum problems, by 
type of dental or gum problem, 2008 
Figure 42  
Age-specific hospitalisation rates for dental problems, by 
Indigenous status, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and the NT, 

























































































































































a) Excludes children who do not have teeth. (b) Total will be less 
than the sum of the components as a child can have more than one 
tooth or gum problem. (c) Excludes not known responses. 
Source: AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS 
9.4$
6.5$
0.6$ 0.7$ 0.7$ 0.6$ 0.4$ 0.3$
2$
4.2$ 4.4$






























a) Total is age-standardised 
Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database 
 
Figure 43 
Proportion of children aged 5–10 years with no decayed, 
missing or filled deciduous teeth, by age and Indigenous 
status, NSW (2007), SA, the NT, and Tasmania, 2008 
Figure 44  
Proportion of children aged 6–15 years with no decayed, 
missing or filled permanent teeth, by age and Indigenous 
status, NSW (2007), SA, the NT, and Tasmania, 2008 


































































Source: AIHW analysis of Dental Statistics and Research Unit data Source: AIHW analysis of Dental Statistics and Research Unit data 
 
Figure 45  
Mean number of decayed, missing or filled teeth by 
Indigenous status, 2004–06 
Figure 46  
Persons aged 15 years and over with complete tooth loss, 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 47  
Notification rate for 5 infectious diseases, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, WA, SA and the NT, 1994–
96 to 2009–11 
Figure 48  
Notification rate for HIV and AIDS, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and 














































Note: NSW excluded from AIDS time trend 
Source: AIHW analysis of National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance 
System 
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a) Age-standardised (b) Chlamydia: Victoria, Qld, WA, SA, NT, and Tasmania. Gonorrhoea: Victoria, Qld, WA, SA, NT, Tasmania and ACT 
Source: AIHW analysis of National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System 
	
  
Figure 50  
















































a) Age-standardised (b) Hepatitis B: WA, SA, NT, ACT and Tasmania. Hepatitis C: WA, SA, NT and Tasmania 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Community functioning score by remoteness, proportions, 
Indigenous Australians aged 0–14 years, 2008 
Figure 52 
Community functioning score by remoteness, proportions, 



















































































































































Table 13  
Selected variables contributing to community functioning among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 13 (continued)  
Selected variables contributing to community functioning among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a) Unless otherwise indicated, proportions are of the estimated total Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population aged 15 years and over. 
Where another population is indicated, this has been used to calculate the proportion. 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a) Totals are age-standardised 
Source: AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS and 2007–08 NHS 
	
  
Table 14  



























































































































































































































































a) Excluding psychological disability; (b) Includes disability type not specified. Note that more than one disability type may be reported and 
thus the sum of the components may add to more than the total. 
Source: AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS 
	
  
Figure 54  
Proportion of persons with core activity need for 
assistance, by Indigenous status and age group, 2006 
Figure 55  
Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 56  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for diseases of the 
ear and mastoid process, by age and Indigenous status, 
NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and the NT,  
2004–05 to 2009–10 
Figure 57 
Ear and hearing problems managed by GPs, by 
Indigenous status of patients aged 0–14 years, April 2006–













































Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database Source: Family Medicine Research Centre, University of Sydney 




Diseases of the ear and mastoid reported for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 0–14 years, by 




























































































































































































































a) Data for the 1995 NATISHS available for non-remote areas only. 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 58  











































Remote$ Very$Remote$  
Source: National Indigenous Eye Health Survey, 2008 
 
Table 16 































































































(a) Communities were classified as at-risk or not at-risk by jurisdictions. (..) Data not available due to small numbers 
Source: National Trachoma Surveillance and Reporting Unit 
Life Expectancy and Wellbeing 
 
51 	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































   52 
 
Figure 59  
Self-assessed health status (age-standardised proportion) 
by Indigenous status, persons aged 15 years and over, 
2008 
Figure 60  
Self-assessed health status by Indigenous status and age 




























































%& ' ()*&+# 	
  
Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS 
	
  
Figure 61  
Self-assessed health status, Indigenous Australians aged 
15 years and over, by remoteness, 2008 
Figure 62 
Self-assessed health status by Indigenous status and 
number of long-term health conditions, age-standardised, 
2004–05 
    
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Life Expectancy and Wellbeing 
 
53 	
    
 
1.18 
Social and emotional 
wellbeing 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Life Expectancy and Wellbeing 
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Proportion of people reporting high or very high levels of 
psychological distress, by Indigenous status and age 
group, persons aged 18 years and over, 2008 
Figure 64  
Mental health-related mortality rates per 100,000, by 
Indigenous status and age group, NSW, Qld, WA, SA and 




































































Source: AIHW analysis of the 2008 NATSISS and 2007–08 NHS Source: AIHW and ABS analysis of National Mortality Database 
 
Table 17  
Age-standardised hospitalisations of Indigenous Australians for top 4 principal diagnoses of mental health-related 























































   7.4 3.2   5.2 2.7   6.3 3.0 
Mood	
  disorders	











   28.9 2.2   24.6 1.5   26.7 1.8 
 
1Includes mental health related conditions in addition to those listed above. See Technical appendix. 










































































Major#ciKes# Inner#regional# Outer#regional# Remote/#very#remote#  
Source: AIHW analysis of the 2008 NATSISS 
 
Table 18  
Proportion of people who reported psychological distress, by level of psychological distress, by selected population 















































































































































































Source: AIHW analysis of the 2008 NATSISS  
 
Figure 66 
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for mental  
health-related conditions, by Indigenous status 
Figure 67 
Age-specific hospitalisation rates for mental health-related 
conditions, by Indigenous status, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, 

























































Life Expectancy and Wellbeing 
 
57 	
    
 
1.19 
Life expectancy at 
birth 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 68  
Life expectancy at birth, Indigenous and non-Indigenous population, by sex and state/territory, 2005–07 
Males Females 
78.7$
































































Table 19  




















































































Source: ABS 2009a 
	
  
Figure 69  














































Life expectancy estimates for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous Australians are for 2005–07 (ABS 2009a). Life 
expectancy estimates for Maoris and the total New Zealand population are for 2005–07. Life expectancy estimates for Canada are for 2001. 
First Nations refers to the total North American Indian population including both Registered Indians and Non-Status Indians. Registered 
Indians are individuals who are registered under the Indian Act. Métis refers to individuals with mixed Aboriginal and European ancestry. Inuit 





    
 
1.20 
Infant and child 
mortality 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 70  
































Infant mortality rates per 1,000 live births, by Indigenous status,  



























































































































































































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of ABS Mortality Database 
	
  
Table 21  
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Figure 71  
Perinatal mortality rate by Indigenous status, SA, WA and 
the NT, 1991–2010 
Figure 72 






























































Proportion of deaths for perinatal babies by underlying cause of death and Indigenous status, NSW, Qld, WA, SA and 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































    
 
1.22 
All causes  
age-standardised 
death rate 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 73  
Age-standardised all-cause mortality rates, by  
Indigenous status 
Table 23 
Age-standardised all-causes mortality rates, by Indigenous 



































































































































































































 a) Age-standardised 
Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of ABS Mortality Database 
Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of ABS Mortality Database  
 
Figure 74  
Age-specific all-cause mortality rates per 100,000 and rate ratios, by Indigenous status and sex,  





Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of ABS Mortality Database 
 
Figure 75  
Age distribution of proportion of deaths, by sex and Indigenous status, NSW, Qld, SA and the NT, 2006–10 









































































































































    
 
1.23 
Leading causes of 
mortality 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Deaths of Indigenous Australians from external causes of injury and poisoning, by age,  

















Accidental"poisoning" Assault" Other"external"causes" 	
  











Detailed causes of death for circulatory disease, cancer and respiratory disease,  



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































   68 
 
 
Figure 77  
Age-standardised mortality rates for selected causes of death, by Indigenous status(a)(b) 





























































































































































































(a) Prior to 1998, ‘not stated’ was included as non-Indigenous deaths. Rates for the longer term trends (from 1991 to 2010) for WA, SA and NT, 
have therefore been calculated for ‘Other Australians’, which included deaths where Indigenous status is ‘not stated’.   
(b) For 1991–2010 data, causes of death were classified and coded in ICD–9 up until 1996 and ICD–10 from 1997 onwards. The change in 
classification/coding scheme affects the comparability of rates calculated for 1996 and prior years with rates calculated for 1997 onwards. 
(c) Data for Indigenous Australians not available for 1991–97 due to small numbers. 
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Figure 78  
Age-standardised mortality rates for avoidable causes of 
death, Indigenous and other Australians aged 0–74 years 
Figure 79  
Avoidable mortality (by subcategory) and unavoidable 
mortality, by Indigenous status, persons aged     0–74 






































































Source: AIHW analysis of National Mortality Database Source: AIHW analysis of National Mortality Database 
	
  
Table 26  
Avoidable mortality, by cause of death and Indigenous status, persons aged 0–74 years, NSW, Qld, WA, SA, 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 80  
Proportion of people 15 years and over living in 
overcrowded households, by Indigenous status, 
Indigenous Australians (2002, 2008), non-Indigenous 
Australians (2001, 2006) 
Figure 81  
Proportion of persons 15 years and over living in 
overcrowded households, based on the Canadian National 














































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2002 and 2008 NATSISS  
and the 2001 and 2006 Census 
Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS, non-Indigenous 
data from Survey of Income and Housing 2007–08 
	
  
Figure 82  
Tenure type by remoteness, proportion of Indigenous 
persons 18 years and over and households, 2008 
Figure 83  
Tenure type, Indigenous persons 18 years and over, 1994, 



























































    
 
2.02  
Access to functional 
housing with utilities 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 84  
Proportion of discrete Indigenous communities, with 
reported usual population of 50 or more, experiencing 
interruptions to electricity supply greater than 24 hours in 
the previous 12 months, by remoteness, 1999, 2001 and 
2006 
Figure 85  
Proportion of discrete Indigenous communities, with 
reported usual population of 50 or more, experiencing 10 
or more sewerage system overflows or leakages in 













Non,remote# Remote# Very#remote# Australia#
%
#


















Non/remote# Remote# Very#remote# Australia#
%
#
1999# 2001# 2006# 	
  
Source: AIHW analysis of the 1999, 2001 and 2006 CHINS surveys Source: AIHW analysis of the 1999, 2001 and 2006 CHINS surveys 
 
Figure 86 
Proportion of Indigenous households reporting lack of working facilities for each of the first 4 Healthy Living 
Practices, by remoteness, 2008 























Major#ci3es# Inner#regional# Outer#regional# Remote# Very#remote# Total#
%
#
Washing#people# Storing/preparing#food# Washing#clothes/bedding# Sewerage#facil3es#  
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Table 27  
Children aged 0–14 years living in households with current 
daily smoker(s), by Indigenous status of children, 
2008 and 2007–08 
Figure 87 
Children aged 0–14 years living in households with 
current daily smoker(s), by remoteness and Indigenous 
































































* Difference between Indigenous/non-Indigenous groups is 
statistically significant at the p<.05 level. 


















 Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NATSIHS, 2008 
NATSISS, 2004–05 NHS, and 2007–08 NHS 
 
Figure 88 
Children aged 0–14 years living with current daily 
smoker(s), by Indigenous status and remoteness, 
2008 and 2007–08 
Figure 89 
Children aged 0–14 years living with a current daily 
smoker who smokes at home indoors, by Indigenous 













































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS and 2007–08 
NHS 








    
 
2.04 
Literacy and numeracy 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Proportion of Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students at or above the reading, writing, numeracy, spelling, and grammar and 













































































Figure 90 (continued)  
Grammar and punctuation 
70.9%
64.8% 67.0% 61.2%
















Proportion of Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students at or above the reading, writing and numeracy minimum 
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77#
63# 62# 59#















Metropolitan# Provincial# Remote# Very#Remote# 	
  










Proportion of Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students at or above the national minimum standards for reading and numeracy, by 












































































































































Year"3" Year"5" Year"7" Year"9"
%
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Year"3" Year"5" Year"7" Year"9"
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Aboriginal"and"Torres"Strait"Islander"students" Non?Indigenous"students" Trajectory" 	
  








for young people 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Apparent Year 10 retention rates, by Indigenous status, 
1998–2011 
Figure 94  


























Source: AIHW analysis of ABS National Schools Statistics Collection Source: AIHW analysis of ABS National Schools Statistics Collection 
 
Figure 95 
Apparent Year 11 to Year 12 retention rates, by Indigenous 



















Source: AIHW analysis of ABS National Schools Statistics Collection 
 
Table 28  
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Figure 96  
Educational institution currently attended, by Indigenous 
status and age group, persons aged 15 years and over, 
2008 
Figure 97 
Highest level of school completed, by Indigenous status, 









































































a) Includes persons who never attended school. 
Source: AIHW and ABS analysis of the 2008 NATSISS.  
Non-Indigenous estimates are from the NHS 2007–08 
Source: AIHW and ABS analysis of the 2002 and 2008 NATSISS.  




Highest non-school qualifications, by Indigenous status 
and age group, persons aged 25–64 years, 2008 
Figure 99 
Total completions in the VET sector for persons aged 15 
years and over, by Indigenous status, 1996 to 2010 
       
 
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Source: AIHW and ABS analysis of the 2008 NATSISS.  
Non-Indigenous estimates are from the NHS 2007–08 
Source: AIHW analysis of National Centre for Vocational Education 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 100  
Labour force status of persons aged 15–64 years, by 
Indigenous status, 2008 and 2007–08 
Figure 101 
Labour force participation of persons aged 15–64 years: 











































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS. Non-Indigenous 
data are from the 2008 and 2007–08 NHS 
	
  
Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS. Non-Indigenous 




Labour force status of Indigenous persons aged 15–64 
years, by remoteness, 2008 
Figure 103 
Labour force status of persons aged 15–64 years, by 
























Outer#regional# Total#remote#  
Note: Unemployed are shown as proportions of total persons aged 
15–64 years 

















































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2001 NHS (Indigenous 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 104  
Proportion of persons aged 18 years and over in each 
equivalised gross weekly household income quintile, by 
Indigenous status, 2008 
Figure 105  
Persons aged 18 years and over in the lowest quintile of 
equivalised gross weekly household income, by 







































Note: Equivalised gross weekly household income ranges for  
non-Indigenous Australians vary slightly and are: first (0 to $423); 
second ($424 to $666); third ($667 to $925); fourth ($926 to $1,341); 


























Source: ABS analysis NATSISS 2008 and Survey of Income and 
Housing 2007–08 





Figure 106  
Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
aged 18 years and over who were in the lowest quintile of 
equivalised gross weekly household income quintiles, 
2008 
Figure 107 
Mean equivalised gross weekly household income, 
Indigenous Australians aged 18 years and over, by 































1994" 2002" 2008" 	
  
Note: Data for 1994 and 2002 are CPI-adjusted to 2008 dollars. 















    
 
2.09  
Index of disadvantage  
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Figure 108 

























Source: AIHW analysis of ABS 2006 Census of population and housing 
	
  
Figure 109  
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Figure 110  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for assault by 
Indigenous status, Qld, WA, SA and the NT, 2002–03 to 
2009–10 
Figure 111 
Deaths from assault (homicide) by Indigenous status and 

































































Table 30  
Issues of community safety, proportion of persons aged 18 years and over, by Indigenous status,  
















































































































































































































































































































































































    
 
2.11 
Contact with the 
criminal justice system 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































(a) Number per 100,000 adult population directly age-standardised to 2001 Australian standard population. 
Source: ABS 2011 
	
  
Figure 112  
Age-standardised rate of persons in prison, by Indigenous 
status, 2000 to 2011 
Figure 113  
Rates of young people aged 10–17 years, on remand on 



























































10–13" 14/17" Total"10/17"  
 a) WA and NT not included, as data were not available for 2009–10. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Children aged 0–16 years who were the subject of a 
substantiation: rate per 1,000 children, by Indigenous 
status and jurisdiction, 2010–11 
Figure 115  
Number of Indigenous children aged 0–17 years on care 

























































Children (0–17 years) in out-of-home care, by Indigenous status and state and territory,  










































































































































































































































































































Proportion of Indigenous child placements with relatives,  
kin or other Indigenous caregiver, by jurisdiction,  
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Figure 117 
Proportion of households without access to a working 
motor vehicle, by Indigenous status and remoteness, 2008 
(Indigenous) and 2006 (other) 
Figure 118  
Difficulty with transport, by Indigenous status and 
remoteness, persons aged 18 years and over, 2008 
























 Source: ABS analysis of 2008 NATSISS. Non-Indigenous data are 

















































 Source: ABS analysis of 2008 NATSISS. Non-Indigenous data from 
the 2006 General Social Survey 
 
Table 34  
Use of public transport, by remoteness, Indigenous persons aged 18 years  



























































































































































































































a) Proportion calculation excludes 'used public transport in last 2 weeks' 
* Estimate has a relative standard error between 25% and 50% and should be used with caution. 












with access to their 
traditional lands 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a) Excludes ‘Not known’ responses 
Source: AIHW analysis of 2008 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Survey 
	
  
Figure 120  
Self-assessed health status by whether Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people recognised/did not recognise 
homelands/traditional country, 2008 
Figure 121  
Presence of neighbourhood/community problems by 
whether Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 















































Source: AIHW analysis of 2008 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Social Survey 
Source: AIHW analysis of 2008 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 122  
Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
aged 15 years and over reporting they are a current smoker, 
1994, 2002 and 2008 
Table 35  
Estimated proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples that are current smokers by sex, age, 

















































































































































































































































































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of the 2004–05 NATSIHS and 2008 
NATSISS 
Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of the 1994 NATSIS, 2002 and 2008 
NATSISS  
Figure 123  
Proportion of population aged 15 years and over reporting 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Alcohol risk levels by Indigenous status, persons aged 18 
years and over, age-standardised, 2004–05 
Figure 125 
Persons aged 18 years and over who drank at short-term 




















































Source: ABS & AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NATSIHS and 2004–05 
NHS 




Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander adults who drank at 
short-term risky/high risk levels at least once a week, by 
jurisdiction, 2004–05 
Figure 127 
Age-standardised rates for deaths related to alcohol use, 

































































    
 
2.17 
Drug and other 
substance use 
including inhalants 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































- Estimate with a relative standard error greater than 50%. Considered too unreliable for general use.  
(a)  Estimate with a relative standard error of 25 per cent to 50 per cent. Should be used with caution. 
(b) The substance use questions in the 2008 NATSISS are comparable to those used in the 2002 NATSISS. However, when comparing 
between 2002 and 2008 it should be noted that there were changes in the proportion of people who did not accept the substance use 
form (6 per cent non-response in the 2002 NATSISS compared with 9 per cent for the 2008 NATSISS).    
(c)  Difference between female rate in 2002 and 2008 is statistically significant.       
(d)  Includes pain killers, tranquilisers and sleeping pills.          
(e)  Difference between male rate in 2002 and 2008 is statistically significant.  
(f)  Includes heroin, cocaine, petrol, LSD/synthetic hallucinogens, naturally occurring hallucinogens, ecstasy/designer drugs, and other 
inhalants. Includes methadone in 2008.            
(g)  Sum of components may be more than total as persons may have reported more than one type of substance used. 
(h) Difference between person rate in 2002 and 2008 is statistically significant.       
(i)  Includes 'whether used in last 12 months' not known. 
(j)  This category comprises people who accepted the substance use form but did not state if they had ever used substances. 
(k)  People who accepted the substance use form.      
(l) Difference between 2008 male rate and female rate is statistically significant. 
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Figure 128  
Indigenous persons aged 15 years and over, level of 
physical activity, non-remote areas, 2001 and 2004–05 
Figure 129 
Persons aged 15 years and over reporting a sedentary 
level of physical activity, by Indigenous status, sex and age 




















Source: ABS & AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NHS (Indigenous 










































Persons aged 15 years and over, level of physical activity, 
by Indigenous status, non-remote areas, 2004–05 
Figure 131 
Persons aged 15 years and over reporting excellent, very 
good or good health status, by Indigenous status and level 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Usual daily intake of vegetables and fruit, Indigenous 
Australians aged 12 years and over, non-remote areas, 
2001 and 2004–05 
Figure 133  
Age-standardised proportion of persons aged 15 years 
and over who ran out of food and couldn’t afford to buy 



















































Source: AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NATSIHS 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 134  
Proportion of children ever breastfed, by Indigenous status 
and socioeconomic status of the area in which they were 
living, 2010 
Figure 135 
Duration of exclusive breastfeeding to each month of age, 


















































Source: 2010 Infant Feeding Survey Source: 2010 Infant Feeding Survey 
	
  
Table 37  








































































































































































































































‡ estimates with a relative standard error of 25% to 50% should be used with caution. 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 136  
Proportion of mothers who smoked during pregnancy, by 
Indigenous status and state/territory, 2009 
Figure 137 
Proportion of mothers who smoked during pregnancy, by 




















































a) Total is age-standardised 
Source: National Perinatal Statistics Unit National Perinatal Data 
Collection 
a) Total is age-standardised 





Alcohol consumption by child's mother during pregnancy, 
Indigenous children aged 0–3 years, 2008 
Figure 139 
Proportion of mothers who used illicit drugs or substances 







































Source: AIHW analyses of 2008 NATSISS 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander adults 
who were overweight or obese, 1995, 2001 and 2004–05 
Figure 141 
Proportion of adults who were overweight or obese, by 
































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis 1995 and 2004–05 NATSIHS and 
2001 NHS (Indigenous supplement) 





Proportion of adults (age-standardised) by BMI category 
and Indigenous status, 2004–05 
Figure 143  









































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NATSIHS and 2004–05 
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Figure 144  
Proportion of mothers who attended at least one 
antenatal care session, by Indigenous status, NSW, Qld 
and SA, 1998–2009 
Figure 145  
Proportion of mothers whose first antenatal care session 
occurred in the first trimester, by Indigenous status and 











































a) Total is age-standardised 
 Source: AIHW analyses state/territory Perinatal Collections 
 
Figure 146  
Proportion of mothers who attended at least one antenatal 
care session, by Indigenous status and jurisdiction, NSW, 
Qld, SA and the NT, 2009 
Figure 147  
Relationship between antenatal care sessions attended 
and proportion of low birthweight babies, by Indigenous 
status, Qld, SA and the NT, 2009 
98#
90#









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 148  
Proportion of children fully vaccinated at age 1 year, 2 
years and 6/5 years, NSW, Victoria, SA, WA and the NT 
combined, by Indigenous status, 2001 to 2011 
Table 38  
Proportion of children fully vaccinated at age 1 year, 2 
years and 5 years of age, by Indigenous status and 
state/territory, at 31 December 2011 





























































































































































































































a) Australia total includes the ACT. Data not provided separately due 
to small numbers. 
Source: AIHW analysis of Australian Childhood Immunisation 
Register, Medicare Australia 
 
Figure 149 
Proportion of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander persons 
aged 50 years and over and non-Indigenous persons 
aged 65 years and over: immunisation status 2004–05 


























Had vaccination for invasive pneumococcal  































































Source: AIHW analysis of Australian Childhood Immunisation Register, 
Medicare Australia 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Expenditure for selected public health activities, by 
Indigenous status, 2009–10 
Table 40  
Proportion of funded Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
primary health care services that undertook selected 






























































































































































































































































































































































































Source AIHW health expenditure database Source: AIHW analysis of OATSIH Services Reporting 2010–11 
	
  
Figure 150  
Proportion of clinical treatments provided by GPs, age-
adjusted, by Indigenous status, 2006–07 to 2010–11 
Figure 151 
Selected health promotion programs conducted in 
discrete Indigenous communities located 10km or more 





























































































































Source: Family Medicine Research Centre, University of Sydney 
analysis of BEACH data. 
Source: AIHW analysis of ABS 2006 Community Housing and 












    
 
3.04  
Early detection and 
early treatment 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 152  
Rate per 1,000 persons receiving Medicare Benefits Schedule Health Assessments,  













































































































































Source: AIHW analysis of Medicare Australia data 
 
Figure 153  
Rate per 1,000 persons receiving Medicare Benefits 
Schedule Health Assessments, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples aged 55 years and over, all Australians 
aged 75 years and over, 2010–11 
Figure 154 
Participation rates for BreastScreen Australia, women aged 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Number of selected MBS services claimed, Indigenous 
Australians, 2009–10 and 2010–11 
Figure 156 
Age-standardised rate of selected MBS services claimed, 












































































































































Source: Medicare Financing & Analysis Branch, Department of Health 
and Ageing 





Proportion of Indigenous regular clients of Healthy for Life 
Services receiving recommended care, 1 January to 30 
June 2010 
Figure 158 
Proportion of Indigenous Australians with Type 2 diabetes 
receiving recommended care, 12 remote primary care 













































































Source: (Bailie et al. 2007) 




    
 
3.06 
Access to hospital 
procedures 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Proportion of separations with a procedure reported, by 
principal diagnosis and Indigenous status, July 2008 to 
June 2010 
Table 42 
Hospital procedures, by type of procedure reported and 




































































































































































































































































































































































































Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database 




Proportion of hospitalisations with a procedure performed, 
by Indigenous status and state/territory (excluding care 
involving dialysis), July 2008 to June 2010 
Figure 160 
Age-standardised use of coronary procedures for those 
hospitalised with coronary heart disease, NSW, Victoria, 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 161  
Hospitalisations for ambulatory care sensitive conditions, 
by Indigenous status and remoteness, NSW, Victoria, Qld, 
WA, SA and the NT, July 2008 to June 2010 
Figure 162 
Hospitalisation rates for ambulatory care sensitive hospital 
admissions, by Indigenous status and age group, NSW, 



































































Top 10 ambulatory care sensitive hospital admissions, by Indigenous  
status, NSW, Victoria, Qld, WA, SA and the NT,  



































a) An inflammation of the kidney and upper urinary tract 
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Figure 165  
Proportion of those with problems accessing health care who identified  
'service not culturally appropriate' as a barrier, by selected services,  

































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2008 NATSISS 
 
Figure 166 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander primary health care services, 
 by proportion of governing committee or board who were  






















Source: AIHW OSR data collection 
 
Figure 167 
Treatment of Indigenous Australians when seeking health  
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Figure 168  
Proportion of hospitalisations ending in discharge against 
medical advice, by Indigenous status and age group, July 
2008 to June 2010 
Figure 169  
Proportion of hospitalisations ending in discharge against 
medical advice, by Indigenous status and jurisdiction, 



























































Proportions are age-standardised 
Source: AIHW National Hospital Morbidity Database 
Source: AIHW National Hospital Morbidity Database  
 
Figure 170 
Proportion of hospitalisations ending in discharge against 
medical advice, by Indigenous status and remoteness, 
2008–09 to 2009–10 
Figure 171 
Proportion of hospitalisations ending in discharge against 
medical advice, by Indigenous status and principal 




























Proportions are age-standardised 












































 Proportions are age-standardised 









    
 
3.10  
Access to mental 
health services 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 172  
Age-standardised rate per 100 encounters, mental health-
related problems managed by GPs, by Indigenous status 
of the patient, April 2006–March 2007 to April 2010–
March 2011 
Figure 173  
Community mental health care service contacts per 1,000 




























Source: Family Medicine Research Centre, University of Sydney 


































Figure 174  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for mental  
health-related conditions, by Indigenous status 
Figure 175  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates for mental  
health-related conditions, by Indigenous status and 






































































    
 
3.11 
Access to alcohol and 
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Figure 176  
Episodes of care provided to Indigenous people at 
Australian Government funded stand-alone substance use 
services, by age and sex, 2010–11 
Figure 177 
Counselling/advice on alcohol provided by general 
practitioners, by Indigenous status, April 1998–March 





































































































































Source: Family Medicine Research Centre, University of Sydney 
analysis of BEACH data. 
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Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people 
in the health 
workforce 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 43  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people employed in selected health-related occupations, 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 44  
Number and proportion of health corporations 






































Source: AIHW analysis of The Office of the Registrar of Indigenous 
Corporations (unpublished data) 
Table 45 
Number and proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander primary health-care services participating(a) in 


































































(a) A service is recorded as having conducted an activity if that activity 
was conducted by either the service itself or by one of its auspiced 
entities. 
(b) Total number of services that provided information 
 Source: AIHW analysis of OATSIH Services Report, 2010–11 
	
  
Table 46  
Number and proportion of governing committee/board use, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander primary health-care 

























































































































































    
 
3.14  
Access to services 
compared with need 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Comparing avoidable mortality rate ratios (2006–10) with 
accessing health care rate ratio (2004–05) by age 
group(a)(b)(c) 
Figure 179  
Age-standardised hospitalisation rates (excluding dialysis) 
by Indigenous status and remoteness, NSW, Victoria, Qld, 
WA, SA and the NT, July 2008 to June 2010 


















a) Access to health care rate ratio includes hospital admissions, 
dental consultations, doctor consultations, casualty/outpatient visits 
and consultations with other health professionals (b) Accessing health 
care rate ratio includes all Australian states. (c) Avoidable mortality 




































Source: AIHW analysis of National Hospital Morbidity Database 






Cumulative per cent changes to number of services, staff 
and episodes of care, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
primary health care services, 1999–2000 to 2010–11 
Figure 181 
Age-standardised MBS claim rate for non-referred GP 























































MBS services claimed, age-standardised per 1,000 population, by Indigenous status and remoteness, 2010–11 





































































































Remote" Very"remote" Australia" 	
  
Source: Medicare Financing & Analysis Branch, Department of Health and Ageing 
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# Estimate has a relative standard error between 25% and 50% and should be used with caution. 













    
 
3.15  
Access to prescription 
medicines 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 183  
Average pharmaceutical expenditure per person, 2008–09 
Figure 184 
Average health expenditure per person by the Australian 
Government on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, 









































































Source: AIHW 2011 




Average health expenditure per person by the Australian Government   
on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, Indigenous Australians, 






























































































































    
 
3.16  
Access to after-hours 
primary health care 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Rate of GP encounters, by whether the GP has after-hours 
arrangements in place, by Indigenous status of the patient, 
April 2006–March 2007 to April 2010–March 2011 
Figure 187  
Rate of GP encounters, by whether the GP has after-hours 
arrangements in place, by Indigenous status of the patient, 







































Source: Family Medicine Research Centre, University of Sydney 











Note: These data are limited to public hospitals mainly located in 
major cities classified as principal referral, specialist women’s and 
children’s hospitals or large hospitals. 
 Source: AIHW analysis of National Non-admitted Patient Emergency 
Department Care Database. 
	
  
Table 48  





































































































































































































































































































Note: These data are limited to public hospitals mainly located in major cities classified as principal referral, specialist women’s and children’s 
hospitals or large hospitals. 







    
 
3.17  
Regular GP or health 
service 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 188  
Regular type of health care used by Indigenous 
Australians, by age group, 2004–05 
Figure 189 
Indigenous Australians who usually go to the same 


















































Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NATSIHS 









































































 Source: ABS and AIHW analysis of 2004–05 NATSIHS 
	
  
Figure 190  
Types of regular health care used by Indigenous 
Australians, by remoteness, 2004–05 
Figure 191 
Type of regular health care used by Indigenous 
















































































    
 
3.18  
Care planning for 
chronic diseases 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 192  
Proportion of people with asthma reporting that they have 
a written asthma action plan, by Indigenous status and age 
group, non-remote areas, 2004–05 
Table 49  
Number and proportion of Indigenous regular clients of 
services funded through the Healthy for Life program with 
a chronic disease who have a current GPMP and/or an 
equivalent alternative, by type of chronic disease and 






















































































































































































Number and proportion of Indigenous regular clients of 
services funded through the Healthy for Life program with a 
chronic disease who have a current MBS item 723 TCA, by 
type of chronic disease, at 30 June 2007, 2008, 2009 and 
2010 
Figure 193  
Number of GPMPs and TCAs claimed through Medicare, 






























































































































































Source: Medicare Australia 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Proportion of hospital admitted patient episodes in accredited hospitals,  
by Indigenous status and remoteness, July 2008 to June 2010 

















Source: AIHW analysis of National Public Hospitals Establishment Database 
	
  
Figure 195  
Proportion of general practices accredited through AGPAL and GPA+,  
















































    
 
3.20  
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples 
training for  
health-related 
disciplines 
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compared to need 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Figure 197  
Estimated per person health expenditure ratio of 
Indigenous to non-Indigenous Australians,  
1995–96 to 2008–09 
 
Figure 198 
Estimated state and territory health expenditure per 














































Expenditure by the Australian Government on Indigenous-specific health  




































Average health expenditure per person for primary health care and secondary/tertiary health care services, by 
Indigenous status, 2008–09 













































































MBS(a) expenditure per person, Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, by remoteness areas of  
patient’s residence, 2008–09 










































































































































































a) Excludes the following: allied health services, optometry and dental services. 
b) Includes general practitioners and vocationally registered general practitioners. 
Source: AIHW 2011. Expenditure on health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 2008–09 – An analysis by remoteness and disease; 













Health expenditure per person on selected health services(a), Indigenous and non-Indigenous  





















































































































































































a) Excludes health expenditure on: non-admitted patient services, patient transport, dental services, community  
health other than ACCHO, 
b) MBS excludes allied health services, optometry and dental services. 
c) PBS excludes RPBS, and highly specialised drugs dispensed from public and private hospitals. 
Source: AIHW 2011. Expenditure on health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 2008–09 – An analysis  
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Proportion of selected staff vacancies in Aboriginal health  

























































Full-time equivalent health staff and administrative and 
support staff vacancies, Aboriginal primary health care 
organisations, by length of time vacant, 30 June 2011 
Figure 205  
Proportion of GPs, by length of stay in current practice and 









































































































 Source: AIHW analysis of Combined Rural Workforce Agencies 
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The revised Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Framework 
	
  
NEW MEASURE   COMBINED MEASURE   DELETED MEASURE   MINOR CHANGE TO MEASURE 
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   222 
 
Table	
  45	
  –	
  Number	
  and	
  proportion	
  of	
  Aboriginal	
  and	
  Torres	
  Strait	
  
Islander	
  primary	
  health-­‐care	
  services	
  participating(a)	
  in	
  
mainstream	
  processes,	
  2010–11	
  ................................	
  148	
  
Table	
  46	
  –	
  Number	
  and	
  proportion	
  of	
  governing	
  
committee/board	
  use,	
  Aboriginal	
  and	
  Torres	
  Strait	
  Islander	
  
primary	
  health-­‐care	
  services	
  and	
  substance-­‐use	
  services,	
  
2009–10	
  ......................................................................	
  148	
  
Table	
  47	
  –	
  Selected	
  health	
  services	
  by	
  type	
  of	
  barrier	
  to	
  access,	
  
Indigenous	
  persons	
  aged	
  15	
  years	
  and	
  over,2008	
  ......	
  152	
  
Table	
  48	
  –	
  Non-­‐admitted	
  patient	
  emergency	
  care	
  episodes	
  after	
  
hours,	
  by	
  Indigenous	
  status,	
  2006–07	
  to	
  2007–08	
  .....	
  156	
  
Table	
  49	
  –	
  Number	
  and	
  proportion	
  of	
  Indigenous	
  regular	
  clients	
  
of	
  services	
  funded	
  through	
  the	
  Healthy	
  for	
  Life	
  program	
  
with	
  a	
  chronic	
  disease	
  who	
  have	
  a	
  current	
  GPMP	
  and/or	
  an	
  
equivalent	
  alternative,	
  by	
  type	
  of	
  chronic	
  disease	
  and	
  
remoteness,	
  at	
  30	
  June	
  2009	
  ......................................	
  160	
  
Table	
  50	
  –	
  Number	
  and	
  proportion	
  of	
  Indigenous	
  regular	
  clients	
  
of	
  services	
  funded	
  through	
  the	
  Healthy	
  for	
  Life	
  program	
  
with	
  a	
  chronic	
  disease	
  who	
  have	
  a	
  current	
  MBS	
  item	
  723	
  
TCA,	
  by	
  type	
  of	
  chronic	
  disease,	
  at	
  30	
  June	
  2007,	
  2008,	
  
2009	
  and	
  2010	
  ............................................................	
  160	
  
Table	
  51	
  –	
  Student	
  enrolments	
  and	
  completions	
  in	
  health-­‐related	
  
courses	
  in	
  the	
  tertiary	
  education	
  sector,	
  2010	
  ..........	
  164	
  
Table	
  52	
  –	
  Vocational	
  education	
  and	
  training	
  (VET)	
  sector	
  
students	
  enrolled	
  and	
  completed	
  health-­‐related	
  courses,	
  
2010	
  ............................................................................	
  164	
  
Table	
  53	
  –	
  Changes	
  to	
  the	
  Aboriginal	
  and	
  Torres	
  Strait	
  Islander	
  
Health	
  Performance	
  Framework	
  ................................	
  171	
  
Table	
  54	
  –	
  The	
  revised	
  Aboriginal	
  and	
  Torres	
  Strait	
  Islander	
  
Health	
  Performance	
  Framework	
  ................................	
  173
	
  
